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Short-Answer Question: Period 1 
Suggested time: 12 minutes 

Directions: Read the question below carefully and write your 
response on the free-response answer sheet. 

Use complete sentences; an outline or bulleted list alone is not 
acceptable. You may plan your answers on this exam page, but 
only your response on the free-response answer sheet will be 
scored. 

“’[T]he European pioneers were accompanied and often 
preceded by their domesticated animals, walking sources of 
food, leather, fiber, power, and wealth…. To a certain extent, 
the success of Europeans as colonists was automatic as soon as 
they put their tough, fast, fertile, and intelligent animals ashore. 
The latter … sought out their own sustenance, improvised their 
own protection against the weather, [and] fought their own 
battles against predators.” 

Alfred W. Crosby, historian, 1988. 

“For all the calamities that came in the long run, European 
contact at first offered American Indian peoples many 
opportunities and advantages. Old World technologies provided a 
range of trade goods that brought vast improvements to everyday 
life. … What was arguably the greatest contribution, however, 
was not made of metal but of flesh and blood—the horse. Its 
effects, especially on western tribes, were truly revolutionary. It 
altered their material lives, rearranged their relations with their 
environments, and fed a burst of power and affluence.” 

Elliott West, historian, 2009. 

Using the excerpts above, answer a, b and c. 

a)	 Briefly explain ONE major similarity between Crosby’s and 
West’s historical interpretations. 

b)	 Briefly explain ONE major difference between Crosby’s and 
West’s historical interpretations. 

c)	 Briefly explain how ONE example from the period 1491–1607, 
not explicitly mentioned in the excerpts, could be used to 
support one of these two historians’ interpretations. 
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